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BROOKLYN C Y 0 ENCOURAGES DRAMATICS 





By Marie K,. Thormann, Consultant 


Four years ago the Catholic Youth Organization of Brooklyn, experiment- 
ing in the field of dramatics in the pgrish, initiated a One Act Play 
Tournament, This year CYO converts the Tournament into a Festivel, offers 
a training course in Directing to parish leaders, and announces a Play- 
Writing Contest. Drama is now an all-year-round activity in the Brooklyn 
Diocese, and esonomical machinery has been set up to achieve the aims 
stated at the outset: 1) to create an incentive for worthwhile produc- 
tions in parishes with organized clubs; 2) to stimulate dramatics within 
the parishes which had no permanently organized group, 

The plan operates through a Dramatic Council of three branches: the 
Executive Committee - comprising representatives from all interested per- 
ishes, the CYU Priest Chairman of Dramatics (NCTC Member, Rev. Michael 
Fleming), and CY¥O Consultent - makes the rules governing all events, Chair- 
man and Consultant reserving the right to formulate rules of eligibility 
for competition subject to the approval of the Board of Priest Directors, 
the second unit of the Council. Serving on the Advisory Committee, the 


third brench,aro members of clergy and laity prominent in the dramatic 
field, (Continued Col, 1, P. 2) 


316 West 57 Street, New York, 19 ; Circle 7-0236 





BROOKLYN CYO ENCOURAGES DRAMATICS FATHER LORD'S "A FANTASY OF THE PASSION" 





(Continued fror P,. 1,) By Rev. William X Bryan, Seve 

After three years of tournament compe- In justice to play and playwright pro- 
tition which successfully stimulated par- duction should not be attempted unless 
ish interest, CYO turns to the Festival the author's recommendations are to be. 
in the belief that rivalry and elimina- carried out literally, completely, That 
tion have served their purpose. Players will necessitate: 1) a fairly large, well 
and parishes are ready for the shift in equipped stage; 2) an adequate lighting 
emphasis to dramatic and artistic stand- system with several individually control- 
ards. Productions are classified in two led spot lights and a dimmer system of 
divisions: plays entered in the Junior considerable flexibility. In our produe- 
Group are restricted to casts 18 years tion we used 18 spots, each dimmed in and 
of age or under with not more than 1/3 out. There must be no hiatus between 
the number of players in each between scenes, and dimming out one scene while 
the ages of 18 and 20; the Senior Group the next is being brought up ties the two 
is open to players up to 25 years of age together. Play-script directions for 
and 1/3 of each cast may be between 25 lighting and setting are quite complete 
and 30. and fairly easy to put into practical ef- 

All plays must have at least 4 charac- fect. We made a few minor changes. 
ters, and entries nust be submitted to The hospital room consisted of a self- 
CYO Office and Advisory Committee for ap- supported 4-fold flet covered with eorru- 
proval. In considering entries these gated cardboard; its back was painted 
questions are posed: Is the pley worth- flat black, and the bottom rails were pro- 
while for its purpose? Is the play too vided with rubber-cushioned steel gliders 
difficult for the group? What are its (Bassick). When not in use the whole 
advantages and disadvantages? room was folded noiselessly and easily in 

When CYO added dramatics to its indoor line with the left tormentor, the black 
sports (Brooklyn has its orchestra, too) back on-stage. The same procedure was 


headquarters found Confraternity and So- followed for the scenes in the O'Kelly 
dality Moderators eager to cooperate but home. We showed the hallway of the home, 


without practical experience themselves and it folded up along the right torment- 
and without skilled helpers in many par- or when not in use. ' 
ishes. To implement the program CYO For the laboratory scene we used a sin- 
supplied last season and again this past ple 2-fold. flat, painted light fray, set 
fell a dramatic workshop to train yoyng Vewise down center. he only light here 
directors, Sessions covered Play Selec- came from a 300-W spot set in a well in 
tion, Analysis of Script, Rehearsal, In- the laboratory table and thrown up into 
terpretation of Line, Voice and Stage the faces of the Man and the Professor as 
technique for the Actor. . they leaned over the microscope, 

The inauguration this year of its play The Pullman wash room was a 3-fold flat 
writing contest is the result of demand which we flew flattened out; when lowered 
from the parishes. CYO lists three ell we had to do was walk the two side- 
qualifications = entrants must be Catho- walls forward and the whole was self-sup- 
lic residents of Brooklyn Diocese under porting. lighting was one 300-W flood al- 
25 years of age - and three purposes: to most vertically overhead, 
interpret the truth and beauty of Chris- All Gethsemane scenes were played on 
tian life through the medium of drama, to the rear half of the stage; Calvary, 
encourage pley writing of literary value against the rear wall, Left we had a 
and to stimulate the cultural endeavors rock, shoulder high, and distorted tree 
of youth, behind which a strong light (greenish) 


While it is the hope of the CYO to exe denoted presence of Christ, We mounted 
pand its dramatic program, its very real the Piller on a twoestep truck with rub- 
desire is to be of service to the perish ber castors so that the whole outfit 
through personal contects and by making wheeled quickly on and off upstage right. 
available further dramatic institutes. The Man, Phyllis and Soldiers all stood, 
and clinics as well as other resources. Pedal 





CROSS-COUNTRY CIRCUIT - FEBRUARY 





ve - Cameo Players of Immaculate 
Conception Academy joi, forces with St. 
Ambrose Players for "The Pirates of Pen- 
zance," 


Dubuque = Lores College Players tame 
"The Shrew" on February ll. 


El Paso - Feb. 4 at Loretto Academy, 
"Yurder in a Nunnery" holds the stage. 
Joliet - Little Theater members at the 
College of St. Francis prepare a per- 
formance with costumes and lighting ef- 
fects of "I'm Proud of My Dirty Hands" 
by Reve John P. Delaney, S.J, Radio De- 
partment is planning « Lincoln program, 
Minneepolis - Academy of Holy Angels 
celebrates National Drama Week with two 
major events: On Feb. 8th the Juniors 
present "I Have Five Daughters," and on 
Feb. 11 an evening's entertainment has 
been arranged for the Mother's Club War 
Bond Drive. 

New Ro@helle = Feb. 22, matinee and eve- 
ning performances of “The Song of Berna- 
dette." 

New York - Continuing at Blackfriars‘ 
Guild, "Home Is the Hero," thru Feb. 1l. 
Pittsburgh - Catholic Theater Guild in 
pre-Lenten production of "Once There Was 
a Princess." ; 

Tarrytown -.Marymount Dramatic Society 
in its campus broadcasting studio pre- 
sents an adaptation of “School for Scan- 
dal" and an original radio play, "Rose- 
mary," by their director Louis Tenno.... 
on the 27th. 

Washington - Catholic University's De- 
partment of Drama presents Paul Claud- 
el'ts "Midings Brought to Mary", Feb, 8th 
thru Mar. 3rd. 

















FORECASTS 





Marverest and Ste Ambrose. Colleges of 
Davenport return to cooperative dramatic 
productions in their spring pley, Junior 
Miss" is dated for April 8-9. Marycrest 
had limited its play selection to all- 
girl casts since the Navy came to St. 
Anbrose. 

From our Chicago reportor comes word 
of the reorganization of Loyola Comnun- 
ity Theater, inactive since 1942, Pres- 
ent plens call for several lectures and 
Qo play before the year's end. 


PAST PERFECT 





The Marymount Players of Marymount Col- 
lege, Salina, Kansas, contrived costumes, 
set and music for their recent production 
of “The Trojan Women." The spring play, 
Director Helena Schmiedeler qualifies, 
must be a comedy although the classic was 
an enjoyable experiences 

From Detroit's Catholic Theater came a 
fat envelope on "The Miser" = publicity 
prior to production, two pages of roto- 
gravure pictures from the Detroit Free 
Press, the usual substantial program, and 
extravagantly favorable press clippings. 
Detroit liked CT's “Miser.” 

Deyton's Blackfriars entertained thenm- 
selves at Christmas with playlet, monolo- 
gues, Santa Claus, and sociability. 
Everyone including Father Wersel, Modera- 
tor, contributed to the festivity. 

Catholic Theater Guild of Louisville 
found “George Washington Slept Here" re- 
quired an unusual amount of revision, But 
applause was hearty, according to news- 
paper critics, for actors and technicians. 


ANOTHER "CAREER ANGEL” 





By Feb. 10th Dramatists Play Service 
will have available 12 typed copies of 
Sicter Mary Donatus's allegirl adaptation 
of "Career Angel." Requests filed with 
us before Feb. 1 will be filled by Drama- 
tists in the order of their original re- 
ecipt. Orders subsequent to this notice 
should be sent direet to DPS, 6 East 39th 
Street, New York 16, N.Y. The play will 
be published if demand warrants. 

Governing the use of their typed copies 
Dramatists has set these rules: A $7. de- 
posit fee is required in advance, $5. of 
which is refunded on return of the play 
and the remaining $2 allowed on royalty 
charge if play is produeed. Because of 
urgency of demand for spring productions 
the withdrewal time is limited to 18 days. 
A group wishing #o produce the pley must 
make its own eopies. Royalty chergee $25, 
But "Career Angel" is worth the extra 
trouble if you are restricted to ell-girl 
casts. 

Members who heave filed prior reserva- 
tions with us please notes Dramatists 


-will expect to receive your eheck of $7. 


prior to the mailing of the script. 





BROADWAY ARRIVALS 

By Mrs. Christopher Wyatt 
The Hasty Heart - As full of emotion as 
of laughs. Splendidly directed and 
played. Written by John Patrick, just 
back from Burma, about a ward in a hos- 
pital there. 
A Lady Seys Yes - Couldn't be worse. A 
waste of time for everyone. 
Rebecea - Exceedingly dull dramatiza- 
tion with Diena Barrymore the redeeming 
feature. 
Seven Lively Arts - Very disappointing 
in spite of all the money spent on it. 
The Tempest - Unusuel and very beauti- 
ful production provocative of discus- 
sione 
Up in Central Park - Story not up to 
sets following Currier and Ives; graph- 
ic picture of Boss Tweed with some 
pretty music. Completely decent. 




















FOR LENT 


In the early days of the Conference 
evaluation sheets on ten Lenten Plays 
were prepared. In form the sheets follow 
the analysis presented now with our Pro- 
duction Calendar. Enough copies of these 
sets are on hand to fill the requests of 
present Group Members. 

The plays reviewed are: Barter by Rev, 
Urban Nagle,0,P.; A Man's House by John 
Drinkwater; The Dark Hours by Don Mar- 
quis; Behold the Man by Rev. D. A. Lord, 
$.J.; The Upper Room by Msgr. R. H. Ben= 
son; The Betrayal by G. M. Dowsett; Pi- 
late the Governor by Rev. D. A. Lord,Sw. 
The Lord of Death by M. A. de Fuye, and 
Thy Will Be Done by R. J. Murphy and 

ecilia LenzZe 

Remember: Conference Group Members are 
entitled to a special reduction in roy- 
alty on A Man's House. Usual rate: $25 
for first performances to Conference 
Group Members: $20. 

The Passion Players of Mission Church, 
Boston, Will be busy until Eastertide 
with four and six performances weekly. 
Maybe then "The Song of Bernadette," 
Reve JeF.Scannell,C.SS.Re, writes. 

New York's Blackfriars before closing 

the curtain on their successful "Home 

Is the Hero” have commenced work on a 

new Lenten play, "Simon's Wife". Open- 
ing planned for Mar. 8 with scheduled 

run to Merch 27. 























IN THE LIBRARY 





Sister Mary Helen Probst, C.C.V.I., 
wrote us a year ago from San Antonio ask- 
ing for some sample anniversary programs. 
Her congregation was to celebrate its Di- 
amond Jubilee. We could offer her prac- 
tically no help. Undaunted she scouted 
her own Community for a pageant. By send 
ing us the especially lovely souvenir 
progrem complete with script she has made 
it possible for us to help others who may 
call on us in the future. 

If you direct a verse choir or if you 
are merely curious about the techniques, 
read “Verse Choir Procedures" in Dramat- 
ics Magazine for February, Sister Chari- 
tas, CeS.J., who contributed to our col- 
umns recently, is the author. 

St. Genesius Players are content with- 
out the flattery of applause. Father M, 
Dubee'ss group has been at work for more 
than a year studying and rehearsing with- 
out public performance. Over 190 books 
in their library now. 


STAGING "A FANTASY OF THE PASSION" 
(Centinued from 





le + * 


on floor. Lighting was dim red and amber 
during scourging with amber spots brought 
up on orowning scene. We fourid the sound 
of conventional dic® and their size quite 
unsuitable, so we made larger and softer 
ones out of old hockey pucks - these be~ 
ing rubber and about an inch and a quarter 
thick, when cubed and painted in white 
enamel, did the trick quite well, A me- 
dium green spot in the foots directed the 
only light along the floor. The dice 
rolled into the beam and the faces of the 
players came into it as they stooped in 
their play. We found it necessary for a 
realistic effect to have the spear wield- 
ed by the Man fitted with a rubber head 
about a foot long, which folded against 
the Son's body. 


As the Author warns, long painstaking 
direction with special attention to tim- 
ing is necessary for success. And it gan- 
not be overemphasized, this is stil more 
necessary for the stage crew than for the 
cast. All our stage crew wore black, vom- 
plete from rubber-soled shoes to gloves, 
so that even while seenes were playing on 
one side of the stage they gould work un- 
detected on the other. 











